Donnel Miller-Mutia

Providing chaplaincy services for 20 years, embodying a gentle caring presence
and passion for spiritual care in hospitals, hospice, and higher education.

EXPERIENCE

Presbyterian Healthcare Services, Albuquerque, NM
Clinical Chaplain (Board Certified Chaplain w/ APC)

JULY 2021 - PRESENT (4 yrs, 4 mos)

- Provide culturally sensitive, trauma-informed, person-centered spiritual care
to patients, families and staff of diverse faith traditions or no faith tradition in
the Emergency, Oncology, and Behavioral Health Units, meeting them within
the framework of their own background and belief system without prejudice or
preference for any one specific faith.

- Facilitate multimodal spiritual care support groups that are sensitive to the
needs of neuro-diverse adolescents and adults in inpatient Behavioral Health
with each session focusing on a spiritual theme and utilizing wisdom stories,
music, art, poetry, and breath to explore how the theme might support their
spiritual care plan.

- Create a robust curriculum and reflection materials for spiritual care support
groups in a spiritually and religiously diverse context.

- Develop individualized patient spiritual care plan, as appropriate, through
comprehensive assessment to meet identified spiritual needs.

- Collaborate with physicians, nurses, social workers, techs and volunteers
regarding patient treatment focusing in caring for the holistic needs of the
person.

- Make healthcare chaplaincy accessible and understandable by designing and
implementing educational modules on spiritual care and on spiritual and
religious diversity for newly hired nurses and resident nurses so they can
assess spiritual distress among patients and families.

- Lead spiritual care programming for staff, which includes but not limited by
the following: (a) spiritual/inspirational readings during huddles, (b) chaplain’s
tea cart, (c) 1 on 1 spiritual-emotional support, (d) the blessing of hands for unit
team members, (e) spiritual care week celebration, (f) chaplains’ holiday
gathering, (g) staff outreach for families in need and unhoused neighbors
during the holidays, (h) blessing of new workspaces, (i) retirement blessings,
(j) memorial services, and (k) code lavender.

3310 Mackland Avenue NE
Albuquerque NM 87106
(510) 932-1762

donnelmillermutia@gmail.com

www.growingedgesnm.org

CERTIFICATION

Board Certified Chaplain
Prepare Enrich Facilitator

SKILLS

Skilled in a multi-modal
approach to spiritual care,
using wisdom stories,
music, arts, mindful body
movement to gather
community and shaping
healing rituals.

Experienced in facilitating
healing support groups
either in-person, virtual, or
hybrid.

Experienced in spiritual
and bereavement care
(in-person and virtual).

AWARDS

Koinonia Award. An award
for graduate students who
embody community
building.

Robert McAfee Brown
Scholarship. Scholarship
for theology students who
embody promise in
theology & social justice.

Charles Shelby Rooks
Scholarship. Fellowship for
racial and ethnic
theological students of the
United Church of Christ.


mailto:donnelmillermutia@gmail.com
http://www.growingedgesnm.org

Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, CA
Asst. Dean of Students for Chaplaincy Services & Campus Life

JANUARY 2004 - JUNE 2013 (9 yrs, 5 mos )

- As the head campus chaplain, led the campus chaplaincy program by
providing administrative support and organizational structure for the Campus
Pastors, as well as the Campus Care Network. Provided spiritual care for
graduate school students, advocating for student's spiritual care needs, and
connecting students with community mental health resources, including
Kaiser's mental health services.

LANGUAGES

English, Cebuano, Tagalog,
rudimentary German.

- Led in creating mechanics for student retention by providing academic
advice. Organized new student orientation and senior graduation; Mobilized
campus-wide community building events for social support among students,
such as the monthly 1st Thursday social event, the yearly Christmas Dinner,
and end of year potluck.

California Pacific Medical Center, San Francisco, CA

— Chaplain

JUNE 2002 - AUGUST 2003 (1 yr, 2 mos)

Provided spiritual care for patients, families, and hospital staff at California
Pacific Medical Center in various departments: Oncology, Acute Care, Palliative,
and Psychiatry.

Hospice Compassus, Albuquerque, NM
Bereavement (Grief Support) Coordinator

JANUARY 2016 - JUNE 2021 (5 yrs, 5 mos)

Provided 1 on 1 grief & spiritual support for patients, families and staff;
co-organized virtual and in person memorial service biannually; launched and
facilitated virtual and in-person grief support group program. Assessed
patient/family anticipatory grief needs, as well as patient/family bereavement
acuity levels, in collaboration with the interdisciplinary care team.

Senior Access, San Rafael, CA
— Program Support Staff

SEPTEMBER 2014 - JUNE 2015 (9 mos)

Cared for patients with dementia and their families by creatively utilizing
music, arts, and body movement to increase the quality of life of patients.



EDUCATION

Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, CA
M.Div & M.A.

SEPTEMBER 1998 - MAY 2002

Pastoral care, theology, spirituality and the arts. Master of Arts thesis, “The Call
to Creativity and Adventure: An Analysis of Vincent Van Gogh’s Sea-of-Life Theology
and Fishing Boats on the Beach at Saintes-Marie-de-la-Mer.”

Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA
Bachelor of Arts

SEPTEMBER 1992 - MAY 1998
World religions & Spirituality (Major), and Visual Arts (Minor).

VOLUNTEER WORK

St. Mark’s & St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Albuquerque, NM
Lay minister & Prepare Enrich Facilitator

JUNE 2020 - PRESENT

Facilitate couple relationship classes using the curriculums from Prepare
Enrich and the Gottman Institute.

Led grief support groups, singing/chanting in liturgy, contemplative prayer &
meditation.

Hospice Compassus, Albuquerque, NM
Song Leader for Celebration of Life Memorial Services

JULY 2021 - present

Fill-in grief support group facilitator, and singer for memorial services.

Hospice Compassus, Albuquerque, NM
Song Leader for Celebration of Life Memorial Services

JULY 2021 - present

Singer/musician & liturgist for memorial services.

Music That Makes Community, Albuquerque, NM
Song Leader & Workshop Facilitator

JANUARY 2022 - present

Co-leader for monthly MMC gatherings in Albuquerque, NM. Co-led MMC workshop for 2023 Godly Play conference
(Kansas City, KS). Co-led MMC workshop for Episcopal Diocese of Utah, 2024 (Salt Lake City, UT).
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